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Who May Need to be Certified  
The certification requirements and compliance responsibilities of both the solid waste 
facility and the solid waste facility operator are contained in Title 329 of the Indiana 
Administrative Code, Article 12, Rule 7 (329 IAC 12-7-(1-8)). 
 
Individuals who operate the following must be certified by IDEM: 
1) Municipal and non-municipal solid waste land disposal facilities, 
2) Solid waste incinerators handling more than 10 tons/day of waste, 
3) Restricted waste sites, or  
4) Construction and demolition 
 
The solid waste management facilities listed above must have at least one certified 
operator on site, or available by phone or other electronic communications device, at all 
times when the facility is in operation.  The certified operator=s certificate and photo 
identification shall be posted at the facility and available for inspection. 
 
Under certain circumstances an interim operator may operate the facility for up to 120 days 
if the certified operator leaves the employment of the facility or is otherwise unable to fulfill 
the responsibilities of a certified operator.  A record must be kept of the date on which the 
interim operator was designated responsible for operating the facility. 
 
Any individual who has been certified as a solid waste facility operator by an accrediting 
institution in another state may apply to IDEM to be designated a certified operator for a 
facility that is comparable to the facility that the individual was certified to operate in 
another state.  To renew certification an operator must complete an accredited training 
course before expiration of the previous valid certificate.  Recertification is valid for one 
year from the day the course was taken.   
 
Operators become certified by passing an accredited test for the initial certification; or 
attending accredited training courses for recertification.  Certificates are classified as 
follows:  
< Category I certification for operators of solid waste incinerators and waste to energy 

facilities.  
< Category II certification for operators of municipal and non-municipal solid waste 

land disposal facilities (Individuals certified to operate a Category II facility also are 
considered certified to operate a Category III facility.).  

< Category III certification for operators of restricted waste sites and 
construction/demolition sites.  



< Category IV certification for a specific facility.   
The exams and subsequent accredited training are provided by a third party; an 
IDEM-approved person, organization or post-secondary learning institution.   

 
 
 
Some of the things required of those persons wishing to be Certified Solid Waste 
Facility Operators include (but are not limited to): 
< Submit a complete application to the accredited examination provider; 
< The application must identify the type of certification sought and, if applicable, 

provide the location of and a description of the type of facility at which the individual 
is currently employed; and  

< The applicant must score at least 70-percent correct responses on an exam of at 
least 50 multiple choice questions. 

 
To renew certification an operator must: 
< Complete an accredited training course before expiration of the previous valid 

certificate and   
< Complete and submit to IDEM an application provided by the accredited training 

course provider. 
 
 
What to Expect 
The certificate is valid for one year from the day the accredited examination was taken and 
passed or the accredited training course was taken.  Within one week after each 
examination, exam providers must submit to IDEM the completed applications and scores 
of all individuals taking the exams.  Within one week after each accredited training course, 
 providers must submit to IDEM the completed application for all individuals trained in the 
course.  The lists of those who passed the exam or completed the training course will be 
compared to the list of people having had their certification previously revoked, and those 
whose penalty period has not lapsed will be denied a certificate.  Denials may be 
appealed under IC 4-21.5-3-4.  Recertification is valid for one year from the day the course 
was taken. IDEM staff then send successful applicants a certification number.  Although 
there is no time limit for the processing, the certifications are processed in a matter of 
days. 
 
 
A certificate may be revoked if : 
< The certified operator violates a requirement or requirements regarding operation 

of a solid waste facility or incinerator,  
< The certified operator endangers human health, safety, or the environment by 

knowingly or intentionally violating operating procedures of a solid waste facility,  
< The certified operator or operator candidate provides false information for  

certification purposes, or  
< The interim operator falsifies information on an extension request for interim status.  
 
A revocation must be for a period of not less than six months.  A certified operator having a 
revoked certification must pass an accredited examination after the revocation has expired 



to become certified after a revocation. Permanent revocation of certification may be made 
for an operator with multiple violations or revocations.  
 
 
For Additional Information 
To learn more about solid waste operator certifications, to obtain a list of persons or 
institutions certified to provide operator training, or to determine when exams or training 
classes are to be held, contact Kristi Dixon at 317/233-5161.  
 
 
Disclaimer 
This permit guide is intended to provide background information which should be useful in 
planning for a particular project that may require an environmental permit. It does not 
substitute for consultation with the appropriate regulatory agency and/or the appropriate 
rules or statute. 

 


